
Requirement to "Depart from Site on Specified Date" Law

  The fol low ing is the text of the most re -
cent Civil Code. 

  This law is part of Ti tle 3 of Di vi sion 3 of
the Civil Code, re lat ing to rec rea tional ve -
hi cle parks.

Cali for nia Civil Code

Chap ter 2.4
1866.  (a) For pur poses of this sec tion, the
fol low ing def i ni tions ap ply:

   (1) "Camp ing cabin" has the same
mean ing as in Sec tion 18862.5 of the
Health and Safety Code.

   (2) "Camp site" has the same mean ing
as in Sec tion 18862.9 of the Health and
Safety Code.

   (3) "Guest" is in ter change able with "oc -
cu pant" and has the same mean ing as used
in Chap ter 2.6 (com menc ing with Sec tion
799.20) of Ti tle 2 of Part 2 of Di vi sion 1.

   (4) "Lot" has the same mean ing as in
Sec tion 18862.23 of the Health and Safety
Code.

   (5) "Mo tor ve hi cle" has the same mean -
ing as in Sec tion 415 of the Ve hi cle Code.

   (6) "Oc cu pant" is in ter change able with
"guest" and has the same mean ing as used
in Chap ter 2.6 (com menc ing with Sec tion
799.20) of Ti tle 2 of Part 2 of Di vi sion 1.

   (7) "Park trailer" has the same mean ing 
as in Sec tion 18009.3 of the Health and
Safety Code.

   (8) "Rec re ational ve hi cle" has the same 
mean ing as in Sec tion 18010 of the Health
and Safety Code.

   (9) "Site" means the camp site, camp ing
cabin, lot, or rental unit. 

   (10) "Spe cial oc cu pancy park" has the
same mean ing as in Sec tion 18862.43 of
the Health and Safety Code.

   (11) "Tent" has the same mean ing as in
Sec tion 18862.49 of the Health and Safety
Code.

   (b) (1) Not with stand ing any other pro vi -
sion of law, the park man age ment of a spe -
cial oc cu pancy park shall have the right to
evict a guest if the guest re fuses or oth er -
wise fails to fully de part from the camp -
site, camp ing cabin, lot, or other rental
unit at the park man age ment's posted
check out time on the date agreed to by the
guest, but only if the fol low ing con di tions
are met:

   (A) The guest is pro vided with writ ten
no tice, at the time that he or she was pro -
vided ac com mo da tions by the park man -
age ment, that the park man age ment needs
that guest's camp site, camp ing cabin, lot,
or rental unit to ac com mo date an ar riv ing

per son with a con trac tual right thereto,
and that if the guest fails to fully de part at
the time agreed to, the park man age ment
may take pos ses sion of the guest's prop -
erty left in the site, sub ject to the lim its of
para graph (2), in clud ing any tent, park
trailer, or rec re ational ve hi cle, and make
the camp site, camp ing cabin, lot, or rental
unit avail able to new guests.  The writ ten
no tice shall be signed by the guest. 

   (B) (i) At the time that the park man age -
ment ac tu ally un der takes to evict the guest 
as spec i fied in this sub di vi sion, the park
man age ment has a con trac tual ob li ga tion
to pro vide the guest's camp site, camp ing
cabin, lot, or rental unit to an ar riv ing per -
son and there are no other sub stan tially
sim i lar camp sites, camp ing cab ins, lots, or 
rental units avail able for the ar riv ing per -
son.

   (ii) Sub ject to the same re quire ments de -
scribed in sub para graph

(i), a guest may be pro vided with the no -
tice de scribed in sub para graph (A) sub se -
quent to the time he or she was pro vided
ac com mo da tions by park man age ment, if
the no tice is pro vided at least 24 hours
prior to the guest's sched uled check out
time.  If park man age ment pro vides a no -
tice un der this sub para graph in bad faith or 
with the knowl edge that the con trac tual
ob li ga tion is not a bona fide ob li ga tion, it
shall be li a ble to the evicted guest for ac -
tual dam ages, plus a civil pen alty of two
hun dred fifty dol lars ($250).

   (C) At the time that the park man age ment 
ac tu ally un der takes to evict the guest as
spec i fied in this sub di vi sion, the park
man age ment of fers an other camp site,
camp ing cabin, lot, or rental unit to the
guest, if one is avail able.

   (2) In ad di tion to the re quire ments of
para graph (1), in or der for man age ment to
re move a rec re ational ve hi cle or mo tor ve -
hi cle, the park man age ment shall do all of
the fol low ing:

   (A) Man age ment shall have an oral,
face-to-face com mu ni ca tion with the reg -
is tered guest af ter the guest has held over
that does all of the fol low ing:

   (i) Alerts the guest that he or she is in vi o -
la tion of the terms of the res er va tion be -
cause he or she has failed to de part the site
at the agreed-upon time.

   (ii) Re minds the guest that fail ure to re -
move a rec re ational ve hi cle, mo tor ve hi -
cle, or any other prop erty from the space
within two hours may re sult in the park
man age ment re mov ing the rec re ational
ve hi cle, mo tor ve hi cle, or any other prop -
erty.

   (iii) Dis closes that the cost of tow ing a
rec re ational ve hi cle or mo tor ve hi cle is
sub stan tial and that these costs will be in -
curred by the guest.

   (iv) Iden ti fies an other lo ca tion in the
park to which the guest may tem po rarily
move his or her rec re ational ve hi cle or
mo tor ve hi cle.

   (B) The park man age ment gives the
guest two hours af ter the park man age -
ment has com mu ni cated with the guest,
pur su ant to sub para graph (A), to re move
the guest's rec re ational ve hi cle, mo tor ve -
hi cle, or other prop erty from the site.

   (c) Ex cept as pro vided in sub di vi sion (f),
if the con di tions spec i fied in sub di vi sion
(b) are met, the park man age ment may
take pos ses sion of the guest's prop erty left
at the site and have the guest's rec re ational
ve hi cle or mo tor ve hi cle towed from the
spe cial oc cu pancy park and make the
guest's camp site, camp ing cabin, lot, or
rental unit avail able to a new guest.  Park
man age ment may en ter a camp site, camp -
ing cabin, park trailer, lot, or rental unit
owned by the park man age ment to take
pos ses sion of the guest's pos ses sions.

The evicted guest shall be en ti tled to im -
me di ate pos ses sion of his or her prop erty
upon re quest, sub ject to the en force ment
rights of the park man age ment, which are
the same as those ac corded to a ho tel, mo -
tel, inn, board ing house, or lodg ing house -
keeper, pur su ant to Sec tions 1861 to
1861.28, in clu sive.  If a guest's rec re -
ational ve hi cle or mo tor ve hi cle has been
towed from the pre mises, the guest shall
be en ti tled to im me di ate pos ses sion of his
or her ve hi cle upon re quest, sub ject to the
con di tions of the tow ing com pany.

   (d) When the park man age ment moves or 
causes the re moval of a guest's rec re -
ational ve hi cle, mo tor ve hi cle, or other
prop erty, the man age ment and the in di vid -
ual or en tity that re moves the rec re ational
ve hi cle, mo tor ve hi cle, or other prop erty
shall ex er cise rea son able and or di nary
care in re mov ing the rec re ational ve hi cle,
mo tor ve hi cle, or other prop erty.

   (e) This sec tion does not ap ply to a man u -
fac tured home, as de fined in Sec tion
18007 of the Health and Safety Code, or a
mobilehome, as de fined in Sec tion 18008
of the Health and Safety Code. 

   (f) In the event that a guest is in ca pa ble of 
re mov ing his or her rec re ational ve hi cle or 
mo tor ve hi cle from the lot be cause of:  (1)
a phys i cal in ca pac ity, (2) the rec re ational
ve hi cle or mo tor ve hi cle is not mo tor ized
and can not be moved by the guest's ve hi -
cle, or (3) the rec re ational ve hi cle or mo tor 
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ve hi cle is in op er a ble due to me chan i cal
dif fi cul ties, the guest shall be pro vided
with 72 hours in which to remove the
vehicle.  If the guest has not removed the
vehicle  wi thin  72 hours ,  park
management may remove the ve hi cle
without further notice.

   (g) As per tains to a mi nor, the rights of
guests in clude, but are not lim ited to, the
fol low ing:

   (1) If a mi nor who is un ac com pa nied by
an adult seeks ac com mo da tions, the park

man age ment may re quire a par ent or
guard ian of the mi nor, or an other re spon -
si ble adult, to as sume, in writ ing, full li a -
bil ity for any and all proper charges and
other ob li ga tions in curred by the mi nor for 
ac com mo da tions, food and bev er ages,
and other ser vices pro vided by or through
the park man age ment, as well as for any
and all in ju ries or dam age caused by the
minor to any per son or property.

   (2) If a mi nor is ac com pa nied by an adult, 
the park man age ment may re quire the

adult to agree, in writ ing, not to leave any
mi nor 12 years of age or youn ger un at -
tended on the park man age ment's pre -
mises at any time dur ing their stay, and to
con trol the mi nor's be hav ior dur ing their
stay so as to pre serve the peace and quiet
of the other guests and to pre vent any in -
jury to any per son and dam age to any
property.
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Check list for Com pli ance with Civil Code § 1866

Civil Code § 1866 al lows re moval of a rec re ational ve hi cle from a rec re ational ve hi cle park when the guest fails to de part by the check -
out time on the agreed date only un der the fol low ing conditions:

1. The guest has oc cu pied the space for 30 days or less.

2. The space is needed for an ar riv ing per son with a con trac tual right to the space (typ i cally, this will mean that the ar riv ing per son
has a res er va tion).

3. The pro ce dures listed in this check list are fol lowed.

Pro ce dural Re quire ments
1. A sign must be dis played at the en try to the rec re ational ve hi cle park, or within the sep a rate des ig nated sec tion for rec re ational ve -

hi cles in a mobilehome park, in di cat ing that the rec re ational ve hi cle may be re moved from the pre mises for the rea sons spec i fied
in Civil Code §§ 799.22 and 1866 and con tain ing the tele phone num ber of the lo cal traf fic law en force ment agency.

2. The Park must pro vide the guest with writ ten no tice that Park Man age ment needs the guest’s space to ac com mo date an ar riv ing
per son with a con trac tual right thereto, and that if the guest fails to fully de part at the time agreed to, Park Man age ment may take
pos ses sion of the guest’s prop erty left at the site, in clud ing any rec re ational ve hi cle, and make the space avail able to new guests. 
The no tice must be signed by the guest.  A "No tice of Guest's Re quire ment to De part from Site on Spec i fied Date" form is avail -
able from CTPA.  The no tice must be pro vided at the time the guest takes pos ses sion of the space.  If for some rea son no tice is not
given at that time, the no tice can be pro vided later, pro vided that the no tice is given at least 24 hours be fore the sched uled check -
out time and the no tice is given in good faith.

3. At the time the Park un der takes to evict the guest, the Park must in fact have a con trac tual ob li ga tion to pro vide the space to an ar -
riv ing per son, and there must be no other sub stan tially sim i lar spaces avail able for the ar riv ing person.

4. At the time the Park un der takes to evict the guest, the Park must of fer an other space to the guest, if one is avail able.

5. Park Man age ment must have an oral, face-to-face com mu ni ca tion with the reg is tered guest af ter the guest has failed to va cate,
that does all of the fol low ing:

a. Alerts the guest that he or she is in vi o la tion of the terms of the res er va tion be cause he or she has failed to de part the site at the
agreed-upon time.

b. Re minds the guest that fail ure to re move a rec re ational ve hi cle, mo tor ve hi cle, or any other prop erty from the space within 2
hours may re sult in the Park man age ment re mov ing the rec re ational ve hi cle, mo tor ve hi cle, or any other property.

c. Dis closes that the cost of tow ing a rec re ational ve hi cle or mo tor ve hi cle is sub stan tial and that these costs will be in curred by
the guest.

d. Iden ti fies an other lo ca tion in the Park to which the guest may tem po rarily move his or her rec re ational or mo tor vehicle.

6. The Park must give the guest 2 hours af ter Park Man age ment has com mu ni cated with the guest, as dis cussed at Item 5, to re move
the guest’s rec re ational ve hi cle, mo tor ve hi cle, or other prop erty from the site.

7. In some cases, the Park must al low the guest 72 hours to re move the rec re ational ve hi cle or mo tor ve hi cle.  72 hours must be al -
lowed in the event that an guest is in ca pa ble of re mov ing his or her rec re ational ve hi cle or mo tor ve hi cle from the lot be cause of:

a. Phys i cal in ca pac ity.

b. The rec re ational ve hi cle or mo tor ve hi cle is not mo tor ized and can not be moved by the guest’s ve hi cle, or

c. The rec re ational ve hi cle or mo tor ve hi cle is in op er a ble due to me chan i cal dif fi cul ties.

8. Upon ex pi ra tion of the re quired 2 or 72 hours no tice, the Park may take pos ses sion of the guest’s prop erty left at the site and have
the guest’s rec re ational ve hi cle or mo tor ve hi cle towed from the site and make the site avail able to a new guest.  Park Man age ment 
may en ter the site to take pos ses sion of the guest’s pos ses sions.  Park Man age ment must ex er cise rea son able and or di nary care in
re mov ing the rec re ational ve hi cle, mo tor ve hi cle, or other prop erty.

9. The evicted guest shall be en ti tled to im me di ate pos ses sion of his or her prop erty upon re quest, sub ject to the Park’s lien upon the
prop erty for proper charges due from the guest to the Park.  If the guest’s rec re ational ve hi cle or mo tor ve hi cle has been towed
from the Park, the guest shall be en ti tled to im me di ate pos ses sion of his or her ve hi cle upon re quest, sub ject to the con di tions of
the tow ing com pany.


