
Debbie Sipe




NEWS RELEASE

(530) 885-1624


Debbie@calarvc.com
SEVERAL CALIFORNIA RV PARKS AND RESORTS ANTICIPATE A STRONGER WINTER SEASON THAN LAST YEAR’S

Some parks say their advance bookings for the January to March period are already up as much as 10 percent over last winter’s figures


AUBURN, Calif., Nov. 8, 2010 – Several California RV parks and resorts that cater to snowbirds are reporting stronger advance bookings for the upcoming winter season than last year at this time, according to an informal survey of private park operators.


“Business is looking up,” said Debbie Sipe, executive director of the California Association of RV Parks and Campgrounds. “Several of our affiliated parks in Southern California are reporting very strong bookings for the upcoming winter season.”


Of course, not every park is seeing an upswing in business. Campland on the Bay in San Diego and Rancho Los Coches RV Park in Lakeside both anticipate slight declines in their winter business compared to last year. But their experiences appear to be more the exception than the rule. Here’s what other park operators are seeing: 

· Happy Traveler R.V. Park in Palm Springs: “We’ve been booked (for the upcoming winter season) since June,” said park owner Diane Marantz. She said the park has 125 to 130 sites and that the same people come back year after year.


· Fountain of Youth Spa in Niland: “Our rental units are booking up nicely,” said Jolene Wade, the park’s managing director, adding that the park’s winter RV site rental business is “on par or a little stronger than last year.”


· Newport Dunes Waterfront Resort and Marina in Newport Beach: Andrew Theodorou, the park’s general manager, says he anticipates his winter bookings to be “flat to a slight increase over last year.”


· Rancho Los Coches RV Park in Lakeside: This park’s winter business is expected to be down slightly from last year’s figures, according to park operator Bill Milligan.

· Shadow Hills RV Resort in Indio: “Its unbelievable how we’re doing right now,” park owner Paula Turner said of the 120-site park. “We’re already at 93 (advance reservations) for January 15th and 108 for February 15th.” Turner added that she has seen the pace of reservations accelerate at her park even though she has raised her rates. She attributes the increase to new snowbirds who have never come to her park before as well as her park’s dog friendly atmosphere. “We are very dog friendly,” she said. “I would say about 50 percent of our guests have dogs.”


· Sunland RV Resorts, which owns and operates RV resorts in Palm Desert, Hemet, San Diego, El Cajon and La Mesa. “We’re going to have as good of growth as we had last year and double digit growth at some of our facilities,” said Greg Sidoroff, operations manager for the La Jolla-based RV resort chain.


· The Springs at Borrego RV Resort and Golf Course in Borrego Springs: Spaces at this 90-site RV resort are sold out for the January to March period with a waiting list of roughly 100 people, said Daniel Wright, the park’s general manager.
For additional commentary, statistics and sources on the latest camping trends in campgrounds, RV parks and resorts or for leads on parks in your news coverage area, please contact Debbie Sipe at the California Association of RV Parks and Campgrounds at (530) 885-1624 or (530) 906-4592 (cell). Contact information for other campground industry sources quoted in this release is provided below: 

· Campland on the Bay, San Diego, Kimberly McAnally, (858) 581-4200 or kmcanally@campland.com 


· Fountain of Youth Spa and RV Park, Niland, Jolene Wade, (619) 297-1490 or foyresort@yahoo.com


· Happy Traveler R.V. Park, Palm Springs, (760) 325-8518 or happytrav@aol.com


· Newport Dunes Waterfront Resort, Newport Beach, Andrew Theodorou or Rick Vara, (949) 729-3863.


· Rancho Los Coches RV Park, Lakeside, Bill Milligan, (619) 443-2025 or billmilligan@hotmail.com


· Shadow Hills RV Resort, Indio, Paula Turner, (760) 360-8200 or paula@dppllc.com
· Sunland RV Resorts, La Jolla, Reza Paydar, (858) 456-9201 or reza.paydar@sunlandrvresorts.com


· The Springs at Borrego RV Resort and Golf Course, Borrego Springs, Daniel Wright, (760) 767-0004 or borregono.3@gmail.com
