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PRIVATE CAMPGROUNDS AND RV PARKS ARE FINDING THEY CAN SAVE MONEY AND DO SOMETHING POSITIVE FOR THE ENVIRONMENT BY INVESTING IN VARIOUS GREEN INITIATIVES 

As the nation celebrates Earth Day, growing numbers of private parks are investing in energy and water saving technologies in addition to 

stepping up their recycling efforts


AUBURN, Calif., April 2009 –  Campgrounds and RV parks in California and Nevada are finding it pays to be green.


One case in point is Angels Camp RV & Camping Resort. The 89-site park in the Sierra foothills, which serves as a weekend getaway for San Joaquin Valley residents, is saving $1,200 a month on its electricity bill by leasing a solar energy system, which generates more electricity than the park needs during the week when park occupancies are down.


“We end up selling power back to Pacific Gas & Electric at a higher rate than we buy it because we don’t use that much power during the week,” said park owner Ken Jeffries. And when the park needs to buy extra power from the utility, it does so on weekends, when utility rates are down.


“We buy electricity at a low rate and sell it at a high rate,” he said.


Angels Camp is not alone. Campgrounds and RV parks and resorts in California and across the country are increasingly going green, both on their own initiative and with active encouragement from the National Association of RV Parks and Campgrounds (ARVC), which launched a green parks initiative two years ago.


“A lot of parks were already doing things that helped the environment and I think a lot more of them are embracing the concept,” said Linda Profaizer, ARVC’s president and CEO. “We’ve also done research and found that consumers like to go to parks that are environmentally friendly, so there’s an economic incentive for parks to get involved in green initiatives beyond the savings they recoup from their investments.”


The California Association of RV Parks and Campgrounds, for its part, is continually searching for economical and sustainable practices that its affiliated parks can implement, and it shares this information through educational seminars and industry newsletters, said Debbie Sipe, the association’s director. Here’s a sampling of green initiatives launched by campgrounds and RV parks in California and Nevada:

· Auburn Gold Country RV Park in Auburn: This park, which features 66 RV sites, 20 tent sites and two cabins, plans to invest in solar heating systems for its pool, spa and bathrooms. Long term, the park plans to build a solar farm to generate much of the park’s electricity needs.


· Campland on the Bay in San Diego: This park has invested in water saving showerheads and recycle bins. The park also encourages its employees to bicycle across the park as much as possible rather than use company vehicles while making their rounds.


· Cottonwood Cove Resort and Marina on Lake Mohave: This park, which is owned and operated by Forever Resorts, plans to build the nation’s first ever LEED certified floating green building this year. The floating eco-friendly structure, which will house boat rental and servicing operations, will feature energy-efficient and environmentally responsible materials, including high-efficiency HVAC equipment; roof-mounted photovoltaic panels that capture sunlight and produce electricity; and extensive use of recycled materials and finish materials with low or no Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs) to ensure healthy indoor air quality. 


· Coyote Valley RV Resort in Morgan Hill: This park has invested in native, drought tolerant plants.


· Far Horizons 49’er Village RV Resort in Plymouth: This park plans to open a new swimming pool complex in May that will include energy efficient pumps. Additionally, the park is investing about $25,000 to develop a new source for raw water for resort irrigation needs. The park is also reviewing proposals to develop a solar energy product to augment its pool heating needs while providing hot water for its laundry and shower facilities.

· Pinewood Cove at Trinity Center: This 100-site campground, which includes 15 park model rental units, uses only environmentally friendly cleaning products as well as energy and water saving devices, such as fluorescent light bulbs and low-flow shower heads. The park, which is managed by Forever Resorts, also provides recycling bins at every campsite.


· Pleasure Cove Marina at Lake Berryessa: Also managed by Forever Resorts, the campground associated with this marina uses only environmentally friendly cleaning products as well as energy and water saving devices, such as fluorescent light bulbs and low-flow shower heads. The park also provides recycling bins at every campsite. 



· Sunrise Highway RV Park in Mt. Laguna: This 25-site park, located half way between Lake Cuyamaca and Julian, plans to spend $25,000 to $50,000 this year on a variety of improvements, including installation of a solar heating system for the park’s swimming pool.


· Vineyard RV Park in Vacaville: This 119-site park, roughly 45 minutes northeast of San Francisco, invested in water and energy saving fixtures after requesting water and power audits from its local utilities. The resulting savings enabled the park to recoup its investment in one year. The park, which has been certified as a green business by Solano County, is also using recycled paper and eco-certified paper towels, toilet paper and cleaning supplies.



 
For additional commentary, statistics and sources on the latest camping trends in campgrounds, RV parks and resorts or for leads on parks in your news coverage area that are making improvements this year, please contact Debbie Sipe at the California Association of RV Parks and Campgrounds at (530) 885-1624 or (530) 906-4592 (cell).

Listings of private campgrounds, online reservation requests and other camping-related information is available at www.camp-california.com and www.GoCampingAmerica.com. Contact information for the parks referenced in this release is as follows:

· Angels Camp RV & Camping Resort, Ken Jeffries, (916) 871-3389 or ken.jeffries@sbcglobal.net


· Auburn Gold Country RV Park, John Grant, (858) 586-9400 or john.grant@earthlink.net
· Campland on the Bay, Kimberly McAnally, (858) 581-4200 or kmcanally@campland.com
· Cottonwood Cove Resort and Marina on Lake Mohave, Darla Cook, (602) 432-7549 or dcook@foreverresorts.com
· Coyote Valley RV Resort, Bonnie Noble, (408) 463-8400 or bonwaynoble@yahoo.com
· Far Horizons 49’er Village RV Resort, Chuck Hays, (800) 339-6981 or chuck_hays@49ervillage.com
· Kamp Klamath RV Park and Campground, Aaron Funk, (707) 482-0227 or kampklamath@msn.com
· Pinewood Cove at Trinity Center, Darla Cook, (602) 432-7549 or dcook@foreverresorts.com
· Pleasure Cove Marina at Lake Berryessa, Darla Cook, (602) 432-7549 or dcook@foreverresorts.com
· Sunrise Highway RV Park, Jerry Suppa, (619) 339-9951 or cmsjam28@aol.com


· Vineyard RV Park, Meaghan Bertram, (866) 447-8797 or meaghan.bertram@gmail.com
