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PRIVATE CAMPGROUNDS NEAR CALIFORNIA’S SCENIC RIVERS ARE GEARING UP FOR A BUSY SUMMER SEASON AS CANOE, KAYAK AND RIVER TUBING ENTHUSIASTS HEAD TO THE WATER

Many campgrounds rent their own canoes, kayaks and inner tubes or work with local concessionaires that specialize in everything from river tubing to white water rafting. Some also offer pick up and drop off services


AUBURN, Calif., June 8, 2009 – As summer heats up, many families will be heading to scenic rivers throughout California, which offer the full gamut of river rafting experiences, from gentle tube rides to thrilling white water rapids.


And while the Sierra Nevada has had another year of below normal precipitation, even Southern Sierra river flows are expected to be strong enough for white water rafting through July 4th weekend.


“June will be a decent month,” said Kenny Bushling, owner of Kern River Tours, one of several river-rafting companies that provides tours along the upper Kern River. “Right now, the Lickety Splits are running at Class II and III.” 

That’s good news for private campgrounds in the Kernville area, which accommodate river rafting enthusiasts. But even when water levels decline, people will still flock to the river, if only to relax and cool off.

“We get a lot of people who just come to relax,” said Beverly Demetriff, manager of Frandy Park in Kernville. “Some people will put their folding chairs in the river and sit in the water and relax all day.”

But there are other areas in California where water flows are controlled by dams, which help ensure consistent water flows throughout the summer. This includes the South Fork of the American River near Coloma in the Sierra Nevada’s historic Gold Rush country.

“We expect the river to be consistent for the season,” said Daniella Faieta, co-owner of the Coloma Resort in Coloma, which works with an outside company to provide whitewater rafting, river tubing and kayaking trips. “Guests are picked up at the campground and brought back to the campground after their day’s activities,” Faieta said. “They can also purchase inner tubes and life vests in our general store for float trips.”

Many campgrounds that are close to California’s scenic rivers are within a short driving distance of major cities. Coloma Resort, for example, is only an hour’s drive from Sacramento without traffic, while Casini Family Ranch & River Bend, which borders the Russian River, is less than two hours from San Francisco.

Casini Family Ranch offers tubing, kayaking and canoeing opportunities. “A lot of people will start kayaking or tubing six miles north of us in Guerneville and spend the day floating down to our campground,” said Jenny Summers, reservations manager for Casini Family Ranch. Others, she said, opt to simply float around the campground, which is built on a peninsula that sticks out into the river.

Debbie Sipe, executive director of the California Association of RV Parks and Campgrounds, said river rafting enthusiasts can find campgrounds that offer river-rafting opportunities by checking www.Camp-California.com. “The website has a search function in the activities section that allows people to find campgrounds with river rafting opportunities,” Sipe said, adding that nearly 90 private California campgrounds offer convenient access to rivers for rafting, tubing and kayaking.

To learn more about Camp-California.com or to obtain statistics and other information involving travel trends in California and the West, please contact Debbie Sipe, executive director of the California Association of RV Parks & Campgrounds at (530) 885-1624 or (530) 906-4592 (cell) or debbie@calarvc.com.


Following is a sample listing of California campgrounds that are located in popular areas for canoeing, kayaking and whitewater rafting:  

· Camp Lotus in Lotus: (530) 622-8672 or www.camplotus.com
· Casini Ranch Family Campground in Duncans Mills: (800) 451-8400 or www.casiniranch.com


· Coloma Resort in Coloma: (530) 621-2267 or www.colomaresort.com 


· Frandy Park in Kernville:  (760) 376-6483 or www.frandypark.net

· Hiouchi RV Resort in Crescent City: (707) 458-3321

· Kaweah Park Resort in Three Rivers: (559) 561-4424 or www.kaweahparkresort.com
· River Bend Resort in Forestville: (707) 887-7662 or www.riverbendresort.net

· Sequoia RV Ranch in Three Rivers: (559) 561-4333 or www.sequoiarvranch.com

· Three Rivers Hideway in Three Rivers: (559) 561-4413 or www.threerivershideaway.com
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