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CALIFORNIA CAMPGROUNDS AND RV PARKS ARE PLANNING FALL ACTIVITIES AND SPECIAL EVENTS
Activities range from stargazing tours with world-renowned astronomer and sky photographer Dennis Mammana to pre-Halloween celebrations. One park is hosting a horse camping weekend


AUBURN, Calif., Sept. 2, 2010 – Summer may be just about over, but private campground and RV park operators in California are continuing to plan a variety of weekend activities and special events throughout September, October and November.


“The kids may be back in school, but many campgrounds are so close to town they offer an affordable venue for a quick weekend getaway,” said Verna Wiseman, director of communications for the California Association of RV Parks and Campgrounds, which hosts the Camp-California.com travel planning website.

Depending on the park, weekend activities can range from Western-themed hoe downs to pre-Halloween celebrations to nighttime stargazing tours. One park is even hosting a horse camping weekend, with free camping for guests who bring a horse. Here’s a sampling of the activities California parks are preparing this fall:



· Campland on the Bay in San Diego: This park has numerous scheduled activities throughout late summer and fall, including games of capture the flag, dodge ball and pickleball. The park also has arts and crafts classes, tie dye T-shirt classes, kayaking classes and adult dart tournaments. 

· Lake Isabella KOA in Weldon: This park is planning a Western “hoe down” weekend Sept. 10th to 12th with a barbecue dinner, Western dancing, a roundup roping contest, hayrides, a kids flashlight parade and a Western movie under the stars. The park is also planning several events for Thanksgiving weekend, including a hot chocolate social, a movie night and a flashlight parade.


· Mt. Gate RV Park in Redding: This park, located three miles from Lake Shasta, will have an “asphalt cowboys barbecue” from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 12th. The park often has bonfires with smores and stories on Friday and Saturday nights.

· Newport Dunes Waterfront Resort & Marina in Newport Beach: Special activities this fall include a Halloween party on Friday, Oct. 30th, with a costume contest, music, games and dancing for people of all ages.

· Sacred Rocks Preserve in Boulevard: This park, located at the 4,000 foot level in the mountains east of San Diego, is planning a horse camping weekend Oct. 15th to 17th, with free camping offered to those who bring a horse.

· Santa Cruz KOA in La Selva Beach: This park plans to host its “Howlin Halloween” event on Oct. 22nd to 24th with a pumpkin carving contest, a pet costume contest, a campsite decorating contest, a haunted house and trick or treating.

· Smithwoods RV Park in Felton: This park plans to host a Halloween spaghetti dinner with Halloween related activities on Oct. 23rd. 


· Stockton KOA in Stockton: This park is planning a military vehicle collectors weekend on Sept. 24th to 26th that will include a swap meet with hard to find military collectables. The park is also planning a “Halloween Hoopla” weekend Oct. 29th to 31st with a pumpkin carving contest and a haunted house, and a “battle of the businesses” pie-eating contest on Nov. 13th to raise money for the Toys for Tots charity program. The park also plans to celebrate Thanksgiving weekend with Native American tribal music and dancing.


· The Springs at Borrego RV Resort and Golf Course in Borrego Springs: In addition to offering frequent water aerobics classes and Friday night wine tasting events, guests at this park can participate in star parties with world-renowned astronomer and sky photographer Dennis Mammana on Oct. 10th and 31st and Nov. 28th and Dec. 19th. “At these parties, we start out with a light dinner and beverages. Then sit back while Mr. Mammana presents a photo show on the big screen with star talk about what to look for that night,” said Daniel Wright, general manager of the Springs at Borrego RV Resort. Additional astronomy events take place around town through the season. 
For additional commentary, statistics and sources on the latest camping trends in campgrounds, RV parks and resorts or for leads on parks in your news coverage area, please contact Verna Wiseman at (916) 601-1161. Following is contact information for the parks referenced in this release:

· Campland on the Bay, San Diego, Kimberly McAnally, (858) 581-4200 or www.campland.com
· Lake Isabella KOA, Weldon, (760) 378-2001 or www.koa.com
· Mt. Gate RV Park, Redding, (530) 275-4600 or www.mt-gatervpark.com
· Newport Dunes Waterfront Resort and Marina, Newport Beach, Rick Vara, (949) 729-3863 or www.newportdunes.com
· Sacred Rocks Reserve, Boulevard, Marti Amado, (760) 877-0619, www.sacredrocksreserve.com

· Santa Cruz KOA, La Selva Beach, (831) 722-0551 or www.santacruzkoa.com


· Smithwoods RV Park, Felton, (831) 335-4321 or www.smithwoodsrvpark.com

· The Springs at Borrego RV Resort and Golf Course, Borrego Springs, Daniel Wright, (760) 767-0004 or www.springsatborrego.com


· Stockton-Delta KOA, Scott Haar, (209) 369-1041, Ext. 4669 or www.stocktonkoa.com
PO Box 5648, Auburn, CA 95604 


(530) 885-1624, fax (530) 823-6331


info@CalARVC.com, www.CalARVC.com











