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VISITORS TO CALIFORNIA’S CAMPGROUNDS AND RV PARKS DON’T ALWAYS HAVE TO DO ALL OF THEIR OWN COOKING

While some campgrounds and RV parks are now serving coffee, tea and pancake breakfasts, others have developed full service restaurants with everything from pizza to smoked and barbecued salmon

AUBURN, Calif., June 30, 2009 – Most people know they can keep their vacation costs to a minimum by staying in campgrounds and cooking their own food.

But travelers are also discovering that some campgrounds and RV parks in California have on-site restaurants whose food is so good it’s worth the drive just to eat there.

“Bring your appetite,” said Debbie Sipe, executive director of the California Association of RV Parks and Campgrounds in Auburn. “The food at some of these parks is so good that a handful of campground and RV parks are now drawing customers from the cities and towns where these parks are located.”

 
One case in point is Kamp Klamath RV Park and Campground in Klamath, Calif. The 33-acre park already has plenty going for it as a vacation destination, being bordered on three sides by the Redwood National Park plus having one-quarter mile of frontage along the Klamath River.

But Kamp Klamath is also gaining notoriety for the quality of its smoked salmon, which has won seven regional cooking competitions in the past five years, including smoked salmon tasting contests in the annual Yurok Tribe Salmon Festival in Klamath as well as smoked salmon tasting competitions held at the Humboldt County Fair in Ferndale, Calif. and the Jackson County Fair in Central Point, Ore., some 200 miles to the northwest.

“People vector in from all over the world just to taste our salmon,” said Kamp Klamath owner Aaron Funk, who opened a 12-seat restaurant in his park last year after initially gaining fame for his smoked salmon, which he slow smokes in the campground over red alder.

Funk’s restaurant, the Big Foot Grill, also has a tasty menu, with everything from homemade blackberry pancakes with blackberry syrup to barbecued salmon and chicken as well as several Tex-Mex dishes. Guests can also barbecue their own meats. The restaurant has become so successful that Funk has tripled its capacity this year to accommodate up to 28 guests.



Funk also offers his guests “all you can eat” salmon and chicken bonfire barbecues on Saturdays throughout the summer. “We’ve had people from Europe, Asia and Australia contact us to make sure their stay at our park when we’re having our live music and bonfire barbecues,” Funk said.

In addition to providing high quality food service for its guests, Campland by the Bay in San Diego provides catering services for local residents through its restaurant, the Hungry Wolf Café, which specializes in “awesome Southern barbecue,” according to Kimberley McAnally, a park spokeswoman.

Here’s a sampling of other special restaurant and food service offerings by campgrounds and RV parks across California:

· Coyote Valley RV Resort: This Morgan Hill park has a restaurant that serves breakfast Friday through Sunday as well as lunch on Saturday. “Our breakfasts are wonderful,” said park manager Bonnie Noble. “All of our food is fresh and healthy. Our cook makes homemade breads and other bakery items. Her specials, such as cheese and sausage strata, are all prepared from scratch, and we are packed every weekend.”

· Hope Valley Resort and Campground: This park, located along the banks of the West Fork of the Carson River, near Lake Tahoe, offers a hearty breakfast and lunch, including vegetarian dishes, as well as beer on tap, espresso coffee drinks and “wonderful” homemade scones and desserts, according to Innkeeper Patty Brissenden. Hope Valley Resort and Campground is affiliated with Sorensen’s Resort, also in Hope Valley, whose café specializes in classic beef burgundy stew, grilled salmon, New York steak, barbecued chicken and ribs and garden fresh salads. Sorensen’s Resort offers lodging in cozy cottages and log cabins.


· Lake Siskiyou Camp Resort: This Mt. Shasta City park, located on Lake Siskiyou, features its own on-site restaurant, the Lake Sis Grille and Brew, which specializes in pizza and ribs. The park also has a beach snack shack, which serves “great hamburgers, corn dogs and pizza,” according to park manager Michele Reynolds.


· Santa Cruz KOA: This La Selva Beach park has an onsite pizza parlor, which delivers pizza to campsites. “I have a couple on staff that has owned their own Italian restaurant, and they do the cooking for me,” said park owner Sally Phillips, adding that the park also features a Saturday barbecue lunch and Sunday pancake breakfast. A hot dog cart also makes regular rounds through the park.


For additional commentary, statistics and sources on the latest camping trends in California campgrounds, RV parks and resorts or for leads on parks in your news coverage area, please contact Debbie Sipe of the California Association of RV Parks and Campgrounds using the contact information listed above. Also be sure to visit the association’s consumer website, www.camp-california.com, which features listings of private campgrounds and RV parks throughout California, many of which offer online reservations. Contact information for the parks referenced in this release is as follows:

· Campland on the Bay, Kimberly McAnally, (858) 581-4200 or kmcanally@campland.com or www.campland.com
· Coyote Valley RV Resort, Bonnie Noble, (408) 463-8400 or info@coyotevalleyresort.com or www.coyotevalleyresort.com
· Hope Valley Resort and Campground and Sorensen’s Resort, Patty Brissenden, (530) 694-2203 or info@hopevalleyresort.com or www.hopevalleyresort.com. 

· Kamp Klamath RV Park and Campground, Aaron Funk, (707) 482-0227 or kampklamath@msn.com or www.kampklamath.com


· Lake Siskiyou Resort and Camp, Michele Reynolds, (530) 926-2618 or michele@reynoldsresorts.com or www.reynoldsresorts.com


· Santa Cruz KOA, Sally Phillips, (831) 722-0551 or sphillips@koa.net or www.santacruzkoa.com
