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IRONICALLY, ONE OF CALIFORNIA’S MOST LUXURIOUS RV RESORTS

IS SAVED BY THE RECESSION

The recession stopped Scottsdale-based Taylor Morrison from replacing Emerald Desert RV Resort with housing.
Sunland RV Resorts has since purchased the Palm Desert, Calif.
resort and infused it with $2.4 million in improvements,
making it one of the most luxurious RV resorts in the Sunbelt
            PALM DESERT, Calif., Nov. 9, 2010 – At the height of the real estate boom several years ago, an Arizona developer bought Emerald Desert RV Resort with plans to erase the RV Resort and replace it with housing.

            Fortunately for snowbirds – and for the Coachella Valley’s tourism industry – the recession put a stop to Scottsdale, Ariz.-based Taylor Morrison before the company could complete its plans. And when the downturn in the economy and housing market forced Taylor Morrison to put the resort back on the market – with its RV sites, clubhouse and core buildings still intact – the company found a ready buyer in La Jolla, Calif.-based Sunland RV Resorts, which leaped at the opportunity to purchase what it considered to be one of the finest RV resorts in the country.

            “I had my eye on Emerald Desert for 20 years,” Reza Paydar, Sunland’s president and CEO, said of the 251-site resort. “There is nothing like it in the country.”

And since Sunland acquired Emerald Desert RV Resort a year-and-a-half ago, Sunland has made Emerald Desert even more luxurious by retaining the services of a premier hospitality interior design team and investing $2.4 million in additional resort amenities, luxurious appointments and furnishings.  

Resort enhancements include a newly renovated ballroom, which now includes a sports and entertainment lounge, guest lounge with fireplace and large flat screen TV, a baby grand piano and a conference hall for group and club meetings, complete with a large screen for PowerPoint and video presentations.

 Its new and luxuriously designed 1,200-square foot guest registration and lobby features a floor mosaic comprised of tumbled marble, two shades of travertine and Vitoria Regia granite, while its custom-designed reception desk incorporates Sepelle wood veneer with a rich walnut finish and inlayed marble. Other furnishings include bronze finished light sconces, Raphia upholstered wall panels and rich-toned rattan seating groups.

Resort amenities include sparkling pools, indoor and outdoor spas, tennis courts, a driving range and two putting greens, a state-of-the-art fitness center, a pet-friendly park and temperature controlled motorhome storage facilities. The resort also has nine, 1,600 to 2,000-square foot villas, which can be rented on a daily, extended stay or seasonal basis.

Emerald Desert has also added a dedicated event coordinator to its team to organize enhanced guest experiences, including golf outings, dining, entertainment and dances.

“It’s really quite ironic that the recession ended up creating an opportunity for Sunland RV Resorts to effectively rescue what has long been one of the most popular snowbird resorts in California,” said Debbie Sipe, executive director of the California Association of RV Parks and Campgrounds. “We’re excited to see Sunland making additional improvements to this resort because their efforts will continue to help raise the standards of excellence for the RV resort business.”

            Paydar, for his part, said Sunland is committed to elevating Emerald Desert to become one of the finest recreational vehicle resorts in the country, with unparalleled amenities and the highest quality guest services.

 
A grand re-opening event is planned at the resort for Dec 8th to 10th to celebrate the improvements. The event includes an Elvis impersonator show, fire dancing, steel drums, hot-air balloon rides and other activities.            

           Based in La Jolla, Calif., Sunland RV Resorts is one of the largest RV resort chains in California. It continues to seek out other resorts for acquisition purposes. Sunland’s current holdings include Emerald Desert RV Resort in Palm Desert, Golden Village Palms RV Resort in Hemet, Escondido RV Resort in Escondido as well as several properties along the Interstate 8 corridor that are ideally located to accommodate travelers going back and forth between San Diego and Arizona. These properties include San Diego RV Resort in La Mesa and Oak Creek RV Resort, Circle RV Resort, and Vacationer RV Resort in El Cajon. 

           For more information about Sunland RV Resorts, its improvement plans for Emerald Desert RV Resort and other Sunland properties, please contact Reza Paydar at (858) 456-9201. More information about Emerald Desert RV Resorts is available online at www.emeralddesert.com.            

For additional commentary, statistics and sources on the latest camping and resort development trends in California or for leads on additional parks in your news coverage area, please contact Debbie Sipe, executive director of the California Association of RV Parks & Campgrounds at (530) 885-1624 and visit www.camp-california.com.

