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CALIFORNIA CAMPGROUND AND RV PARK OCCUPANCIES AND REVENUES KEPT PACE WITH 2008 FIGURES IN MANY CASES, 

DESPITE THE RECESSION
Parks that offer tent camping opportunities have performed 

particularly well this year


AUBURN, Calif., Oct. 7, 2009 – California campground and RV park occupancies and revenues have largely kept pace with 2008 figures, despite the recession, according to an informal survey of parks by the California Association of RV Parks and Campgrounds (ARVC).


In fact, while some California parks have seen modest declines in business due to the economy, others have seen their business flourish.

“We’re actually the bright spot in the tourism business,” said Debbie Sipe, executive director of the California Association of RV Parks and Campgrounds, adding that parks that offer tent camping opportunities have done particularly well this year.


Sipe said campgrounds and RV parks are resilient in down economic times because they offer families the most affordable vacation option. Many parks also offer fun family activities as well as unique accommodations, such as cabins, park models, safari tents, teepees and yurts, so consumers don’t have to have an RV or tent to join in the fun.


Nationally, the major campground chains also reported relatively strong occupancy and revenue figures.


Billings, Mont.-based Kampgrounds of America Inc. (KOA), the nation’s largest campground chain with more than 430 locations across the U.S. and Canada, was 1.1 percent ahead of 2008 occupancy figures systemwide through the end of September, while revenues were up 5.6 percent, according to Mike Gast, a company spokesman.

Meanwhile, Milford, Ohio-based Leisure Systems Inc. (LSI), which franchises roughly 70 Jellystone Park Camp-Resorts, which are mostly located east of the Mississippi River, has experienced a 5 percent jump in revenues, although its systemwide occupancies have fallen slightly, largely because of wet weather in the Northeast, said Dean Crawford, LSI’s executive vice president.

Here’s a sampling of year-to-date business levels and occupancies reported by independently owned campgrounds and RV parks in California:

· Durango RV Resort in Red Bluff: This 174-site park, which opened in August of last year, has seen significant growth in its business. Its September occupancies, for example, were nearly triple last year’s figures, said Donna Hollenshade, the park’s general manager.


· El Capitan Canyon in Santa Barbara: This park, which features over 100 park model cabins and as well as safari tents and yurts, experienced a 10 percent jump in occupancies this year compared to last year’s figures, while its sister park, Ocean Mesa Campground in Santa Barbara, saw a 15 percent increase in occupancies, said Terri Bowman, general manager for the parks. She attributed the increase to the fact that both parks are a “nice family destination” within easy driving distance of Los Angeles and Orange counties.

· Flying Flags RV Resort in Buelton: This park, located near the Dutch-themed town of Solvang, is posting record numbers this year, which park manager Randall Henderson attributes to the investment of $1.3 million in capital improvements in recent years. Recent upgrades include the addition of several park model cabin rental units, a fitness center, electrical and sewer service upgrades, renovation of campsites, cable television system upgrades and new landscaping.

· Kamp Klamath RV Park & Campground in Klamath: This 33-acre park, which is located in Big Foot country with one-quarter mile of frontage along the Klamath River, kept very busy this year, according to park owner Aaron Funk. “We overflowed every day in August and September,” he said, adding that much of the growth was attributable to his addition of tent camping sites. 


· Mountain Gate R.V. Park in Redding: This park experienced a 4 percent drop in total sales and a 10 percent decline in net income, partly because of competition from other parks. “A new park was built 20 miles away that is very nice and (another) is 60 miles north. Therefore, we have increased competition,” said park manager Patrick Stone. However, he said the park plans to invest in several new amenities by spring to step up its own competition with other parks in the area.

· Pismo Coast Village RV Resort in Pismo Beach: “Our occupancy is even with last year, which was a record year,” said park CEO and General Manager Jay Jamison, adding that the park’s campsite revenue is up 9.3 percent due a rate increase, while ancillary revenue from the park’s store, arcade and laundry facilities is down 3 to 11 percent. “They are coming, but not spending as much,” Jamison said. However, the park’s projections through fall and winter remain strong, while group and club bookings remain consistent with last year’s figures.

· Premier RV Resort in Redding: This park has seen a 4 percent increase in gross revenues during the first eight months of this year compared to last year. “We are seeing a nice increase in first time visitors who are staying from two to four days while they are vacationing in the area,” said park owner Paul Williams, adding that the increase in demand from RVers has prompted the park to add 21 new pull through sites, which will be available in early October.


· Rancho Los Coches RV Resort in Lakeside: Year to date occupancies are down 9 percent at this 146-site park, said park owner Bill Milligan, whose guests range from travelers who stay a night or two to snowbirds who stay for weeks. The park also sees a fair number of contractors and traveling nurses who stay on a monthly basis while on assignment.


· Sacred Rocks Preserve in Boulevard: This park, which features campsites and park model cabins, experienced an increase in short-stays, with many guests staying longer than they originally intended. However, the park saw a decline in long term guests who stay up to five months, according to Marti Amado, a spokeswoman for the park, which is located in at the 4,000-foot level in the mountains east of San Diego. 


· San Diego Metro KOA: This park has seen a 7 to 10 percent decline in occupancies this year, despite having a relatively strong summer season, said park owner Clint Bell. “Our biggest increase has been in tent camping,” he said. “We’ve seen a lot more tents and a lot more tent groups and a lot more tent families, though we’ve also seen a little bit of a decline in our caravan business, folks traveling to Mexico.” Bell said he has enhanced several of the park’s tent sites to accommodate larger numbers of people. “We also created family tent sites to accommodate two families so they can camp together. We’re trying to capture more of that market, which seems to be on a steady rise.” Clint attributed the overall decline in occupancies, however, to the economy, as well as to the furloughing of state government employees. “We draw from Riverside, Los Angeles and San Diego,” he said, “and when the state was in flux, a lot of those folks that use camping as vacation where financially impacted.”

· The Springs at Borrego RV Resort and Golf Course in Borrego Springs: 2009 occupancies are running slightly ahead of last year’s figures at this low desert park, which is located just outside of Anza Borrego Desert State Park, said Daniel Wright, the park’s general manager.
For additional commentary, statistics and sources on the latest camping

trends in campgrounds, RV parks and resorts or for leads on parks in your news coverage area, please contact Debbie Sipe at the California Association of RV Parks and Campgrounds at (530) 885-1624 or (530) 906-4592 (cell). Listings of private campgrounds, online reservation requests and other camping-related information is available at www.Camp-California.com. Contact information for the parks and campground companies referenced in this release is listed below: 

· Durango RV Resort, Red Bluff, Donna Hollenshade, (866) 770-7001 or donna@durangorvresort.com
· El Capitan Canyon, Santa Barbara, Terri Bowman, (805) 685-3887 or terri@elcapitancanyon.com


· Flying Flags RV Resort, Buelton, Randy Hendrickson, (623) 293-3174 or randy@horizonrvresorts.com


· Kampgrounds of America Inc. (KOA), Mike Gast, (406) 254-7409 or mgast@koa.net


· Leisure Systems Inc. (LSI), franchisor of Jellystone Park Camp-Resorts, Dean Crawford, (513) 831-2100, Ext. 12 or dcrawford@leisure-systems.com


· Kamp Klamath RV Park and Campground, Aaron Funk, (707) 482-0227 or kampklamath@msn.com


· Mountain Gate R.V. Park, Redding, Patrick Stone, (800) 404-6040 or mtgaterv@snowcrest.net


· Pismo Coast Village RV Resort, Pismo Beach, Jay Jamison, (805) 773-5646 or jayj@pismocoastvillage.com

· Premier RV Resorts, Redding, Paul Williams, (503) 860-5627 or pandvwilliams@msn.com


· Rancho Los Coches RV Park, Lakeside, Bill Milligan, (619) 443-2025 or billmilligan@hotmail.com



· Sacred Rocks Preserve, Boulevard, Marti Amado, (760) 877-0619 or marti@media-arts.us


· San Diego Metro KOA, Clint Bell, ((619) 427-3601 or info@sandiegokoa.com


· The Springs at Borrego RV Resort, Daniel Wright, (760) 767-0004 or springs0004@sbcglobal.net
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